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not the statement of a principle. It is only the
record of an opinion founded on partial observa-
tion; and an opinion, too, in which the phrase
" whole crust of the globe" is made synonymous
with the phrase " all known rocks/' which is an
error, since a very small proportion of the crust
has been examined, and the largest must forever
remain incapable of 'examination by the agency of
man. Again, he thus announces another " prin-
ciple."

3.  " For the most part, the processes by which
the stratified rocks, especially the fossiliferous
ones, have been formed, was such as are now in
operation on the globe; and consequently must
have required a great length of time for their
completion, even if those causes operated in early
times with greater intensity than at present."
But this is not the statement of a principle.    It is
simply an inference founded on an opinion, which
is disputed and not so likely to be correct because
contradicted by other opinions of equal authority.
Another "principle/* he thus announces:

4.  " The animals and vegetables found in the
rocks must have lived and died near the spots
where they are now found, or if drifted at all, it
could not have been, in most instances, but a
short distance/'   This is a very probable opinion,
but it is a very ridiculous thing to be set forth as
a principle.   Thus I might go on through the en-
tire list,  and each one should appear to every
man careful of discrimination, the expression of
an opinion, but destitute of the character of a prin-
ciple deduced by a scientific process; yet this